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GOODBYH
AND
THANKS,
TIM &
MARGOT

Dear friends,

Margot and | wish to thank you all
for the wonderful send off which
you gave us on our last Sunday:
the card, the cake, the champagng
and also the gift of moneywhich
we are using for a break in
Carnoustie next week to help us
recover from the upheavaif
moving after 40 years in the same
house. Thank you also for the goo
wishes and friendship over many
8SFNER® {{ ! dzadz
church which is due to the people
as well as the clergy and we hope
and pray that the church will
flourish in thefuture and attract
more people. We will keep in toucl
and return from time to time.
With love and best wishes,
Tim and Margot
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| took a funeral yesterday
for a family who are very
much together and who
support each other
enormously, but that is not
always the case. | have officiated at many
funerals where there has been bad feelimgnd
division. A red rose thrown on a coffin lid in the
INRdzyR GNASa G2 al @

Divided families seem to be a sign of our times,
for many different reasons. There is difference of
opinion and families are torn apart. There is no
forgiveness or reconciliation, and the family falls
into different factions that never speak again.

It is the same in the world within nations. There
are great divisions withiand betweemations
and difference of opinion, and there is no great
attempt at reconciliation, forgiveness or
understanding between faction€ommunication
between different groups is neaxistent, and the
roads quite liteally run with blood as a result

And in the middle of all this is the Christ who calls
for peace and reconciliain, within families,

within nations and within the Church itself. There
is too much division, and as Jesus 3aysA Yy
Gospel, (3:24€6),4 ! ousedivided against itself
cannot $and.£

It seems almost as we read our newspapers,
listen to the news or gk up our iPads, that the
whole worldis in turmoil. Christian and Muslim
leaders the world over will plead for peace,
however, we see that bloodshed reigns; refugees
flee from disaster and death, and die in the
attempt to get away, simply becausegouse
divided against itself cannotand.

At times like thispeople of reason look to the
Church for guidance, for words of reconciliation,
for a prophetic voice, and Pope Francis is
certainly up for that, as are some other quality
Church Leaders.
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a I Nfa®Been invaded by crumbs which are not our

However, wha the world looks to the Church,
what does it see? It sees a body of people who
are themselves divided. Divided into
denominations, and divided within
denominations and sometimes within
congregations or linked parishes

In a world of division there is agpt need for the
Church to be visibly showing an alternative.

What they find is a Church arguing about whether
d
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with whom. The Church itself is divided, and no
wonder numbers are falling and the Churches ale
losing credibility.A house divided against itself
cannot stand.

So in the Church itself, there needs to be
understanding, communication, reconciliation,
and forgiveness. It is little wonder that we are in
decline. Christians maybe need to get their act
together and start preaching and living a Gospel
of peace love,and reconciliation.

The Christ stands among us and still proclaims,
weepingas he proclaimsi@ house divided
F3FAyad A0aStFT OFlyyzi

Sure, at parish level, the same nonsense goes gn
and nunbers can dwindle as a resuthe kitchen

own, or something is said in angemd the parish
is divided, mutterings and whispers spring up in
Fff O2NYSNAXDOD

Have they not heard me tell them téove one
another, as | love them? dzi G KI 0 Qa
parish surely? It is not ours.

We are part of a family who encourage, reconcilf,
forgive, and refuse to whisper in corners

So we have no real need tstken to the words of
Jesusa house divided agaihaself cannot stand
or even the words about love and reconciliation
We ken them fine already.

Kenny
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Jonathan Livingston Seagull

by Richard Bach

The June meeting of the book club looked8nathan
Livingston Seag@the story of a sagull who wanted to
learn to fly better, faster and smarter than any other
seagull that had ever lived. He refused to be constraine
the stereotypes that seagulls only learn to fly enough to

So this is heaven, he thoughts

— abilities. Jonathan gets taken away to another realm w
. bilities. Jonathan gets tak to another realm wh
he learns more and more about flight and about passing on his knowledge to others, till he goes ba:
original place of birth to teach some other seagulls about flight.

On the surface this bdocan be taken as simply a gentle read about a bird who learns about flight an
freedom. However, when you sit down and think about it, there are so many other messages and p(
be considered within the story. The book club spent ages talking aboathln trying to better himself,
his willingness to help others to learn, the fact that he was cast out from the flock for being different
how some of the points raised through it can be applied to humans and their willingness to learn an
others.

This was a good read, which has something for everyone.
The book club meets again after the summer Taresday I September at 7.30 pn2 SQNB 3 2
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forward suggestions for future reading.

able to reach food and constantly wanted to improve his

b
e
Ck

[®X

D

q

d

Way ahead
t S2LX S INByQd NBlIffe a2 aYINI® ¢KS (daNIfS KI
landing gear and a mobile home for thousands of years before we did.

From a church newsheet:
The vicar is awagn holiday for two weeks. Massages can be given to the curate.

From a school essay
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Alistair Brown nigh quality Canvas Gowns & Crowns

Rosadale Dressmaking & Alteration Service

Gartocham Perfect for Motherofthe-Bride and
Glasgow rNting - restoratio Mother-of-the-Groom Outfits.
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FRIDAY
SOuUPS !i!!

STARTS AGAIN:

FRIDAY
7™ AUGUST
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Best soup in
town!

8Y THE WAY TOGETHER

MAGAZINE
Would you like to receive your
monthly magazine by email?
It would save a few trees
and be cheaper for us!
If the answer is yes, all into the
office and let us know.

HAVE A SCONE AT SCONE!

AUGUST 15 ™
Friends of St Augl
to join them in a fabulous day out

at Scone Palace, Perthshire!
Tour the palace,
explore over 100 acres of grounds
andget lost in the maze!

PUT YOUR NAME ON TH ELIST IN
THE HALL FOR A GREAT SUMMER
OUTING
Cost £29

2Nl KAEE / KAER

and
Meningitis Research Foundation

Please support these charities by coming along
Gartocharn Millenium Hall
Friday 7' August
10am to 12.30pm

L Y KFEGgAy3a | W[ dz01e" ]
birthday of my grandson Neil, who spent his firs
few weeks of life in the care of Yorkhhlaving
been diagnosed with meningitis at 13 days old.

For those who have not been to one of the regul
coffee and craft mornings, there are lots of stallg
tea, coffee and delicious baking as well as good
company, familiar faces and great chat.
Hope tosee you there
Pauline




As a family we have just
returned from a fabulous
$SS| Qayb#&sad AR
around Stratford Upon
Avon. We stayed in a lodge
and we had seveanjoyable
activity- packed days
together (no resand
relaxation for my teenagels We had lunch with
different branches of the family, walked round
the sights in Oxford, visiteHudely castle (where
Queen Catherine Parr is buried), got nibbled by a
curious zebra at West Midland Safari Park, and
punted in the River Cherwell (miraculously
without falling in). It really was a great week!

But, for me the time spent in tls particular
corner of Englanddsa muchgreater meaning
The areaswhere Igrewup and spent my first
eighteen yearg and Iwanted toshare this part
of my life withthe children (before in the
fullness of time- they leavehome for good)
During this walk d@n memory lanave visited All
Saints church in Sutton Courtenay whdwasa
choir girl,where | wasonfirmed and where | sat
throughmany a sermorgoften about St Paul |
seem to recalll). We visitedAll Saints church in
Birminghan where Phil and | goharried...

We then went to se&t James the Leskuwrch in
Solihuliwhere all three of the childrewere
baptised and wher¢he parishpriest firstgave
voiceto my fragile sense d call tothe
priesthood... andthen we visitedSt Mary Ma@s

in Oxfordwhere lwasinfluenced by the example
andleadership of Richard Hollowayin the days
before he was made Bishop of Edinburgh. It was
truly a week of remembering; a week imiany
smiles and thanksgiving aeelived and revisited
those placesand people thahavehelpedmake
up my journey of faith so far

| think it is soimportant to be aware of our own
uniquestory of faith. It is important tdook back
and pinpointwherewe havespecifically see God
at workin our lives... to recognise and
acknowled@ the events, people and places that
have made significant contributions to that
journey.Asl went through my discernment for
priesthood | was asked, again and agamlook
back over my life and plaan a timeline the
eventsandpeople through which &d had
prodded, pushe&ndguided mel was amazed

that every time | did this exercise | found more
and more significant moments which | could
wonder at the grace and guidance of God. If you
have never tried such an exerciseahheartily
recommenditcL 3IdzZk N} yiSS AG(
surprises! And whilst we remember as
individualsg we alsohave the capacity to
remember as a communityt everyJewish
Passover celebratiofamiliesretell the story of

the Exodus andf their ancestors§es@pe from
slavery in Egypt to freedom in the Promised Lan
Bvery Sunday auChristian worship centre®und
the active remembering of the sharing of the Lag
Supper with Jesus and his disciplRemembering
is such a vital part of our faith.

Our Gal is a God whes faithful. Our God is a God
who does not forgetThistheme occurs time and
time againthroughout the Old Testamergand
brings tomy mind the words ofa favourite hymn

| used to sing at the Catholic Primary School
where | trainedg a hymn which quotefrom the
prophet Isaiah:

| will never forget you my people,
| have carved you on the palm of My hand,
I will never forget you,
I will not leave you orphaned,
L gAff YySOSNI F2NHS

Remembenmg is such an important part olur
family andour personallivesc as the years go
pastwe remember birthdays, wedding
' YYADBSNEI NASas
National and l$torical anniversaries etc.... and
we enjoy the celebrations and thieelings of love
that thoseacts of remembering fosters in us.
How nuch more should we also do this
consciouslyn our life of faith... so that we can
rightfully direct thatfeeling of love and
thanksgivingo our faithful and loving God.

With love,

Liz

tt

~t

a2iKSNQa




UP THE BIG ROCK!

| bet there were huge sighs of relief wmteachers and helpers for the
Dumbarton Churches Together day
rain and even better.... it was going to be sunny for the morning of $une 9
- Early in the morning 220 children descended like a swarm on Dumbarton
castle and set off in groups to explore its history. Accompanied by athéts
| children swarmed up the steps leaving behind the flagging (and more untjt
adults. A fabulous morning ensued. The children-edlover the gunpowder
barrels.... ahhhled over thevonderful views... and tried their hardest to knog
~ chips off the example of volcanic rock left for that precise purpose. The
~morning finished with speeches from the Provost of Dumbarton, and a
prayerful sing and time of prayer. Beats doing Maths andigngl the
classroom any day!!! Bill Heaney

SMILE LINES
The student was writing to the head of the mission in England who hadefdnis local school in the
African bush. He wanted to end with a bl essi

Not being quite confident of his English, h e
head of the mission,ndi tmaen dHeeda vveint hp itctkd ewoyrodis
000000
Three ministers sat discussing the best positions for prayer while a telephone repairman worked ne

"Kneeling is definitely best," claimed one minister.
"No," another contended. "l get the best results standing withamgs outstretched to Heaven."
"You're both wrong," the third insisted. "The most effective prayer position is lying prostrate, face do
the floor."
The repairman could contain himself no | oidhwas
hanging upside down from a telephone pole."
000000
What is the best and most infallible way to reduce your waistline? Just move your head slowly from
left when asked to have a second helping.
000000
During a recent gathering of local faigaders, the church caught fire.
The Methodists gathered in the corner and prayed.
The Baptists cried, "Where is the water?"
The Anglicans formed a procession and marched out.
The Quakers silently praised God for the blessings that fire brings.
The Lutheras posted a notice on the door declaring the fire was evil.
The Roman Catholics passed the plate to cover the damage.
The Jews posted symbols on the door hoping the fire would pass over.
The Congregationalists shouted, "Every man for himself!"
The Fundamealists proclaimed, "It's the vengeance of God!"
The Charismatics praised God for another falling of the Holy Spirit.
The Christian Scientists concluded that, actually, there was no fire.
The Presbyterians appointed a chairperson who was to appoint attesrtmiook into the matter and
submit a written report.
The secretary grabbed the fire extinguisher and put the fire out.
000000
The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the right time, but also to leave uns:
wrong thing athe tempting moment.




WELL DONE,
CHILDREN!

At the end of yet another school
year, Dumbarton London Corner
Nursery School organized a
successful graduatiorand prize
giving ceremony, held on
Saturday, 6th June 2015.

As isthetradition in The Gambigahis gathering opened with prayer, with. Kemo Jawara king the
Muslim prayers and Pastor Bundor of the Antioch Network Ipoated Church of The Gambiaading the
Christians prayerslhe prayers were preceded by tlaional anthemt h e s c h o olke, awake) g
children of Dumbarton NurserycBool awakdd6 and a wel come song sung

As the Headmaster of the school | gave a briebhysbf the school anthe activities it provides fothe
children such as three free years of nursery educati@provision of a balanced nutritiousetliand
recreational facilities antbaching and learning materiadd! at no cost tahe parents| alsospoke abouthe
need for parents to work hand in glove with the staff for the welfaadl tife chldren emphasisinghe need
for thechildren to be punctual, regular and neatly dressed during school days.

The graduatiomeremonywas punctuated byhymes, poems
and phonics lettesounds, actions and songs led by the pupils
d themselvesThe graduating clasghich is Nursery Three did a
».wonder ful presentadj onaoparsd
.~ of the bog, naming 10 fruitsgounting in 2°s, 5’ sral 10°s to
100, a rhyme, poemand athemesorg!| | ed ADut i
Ch i | d-mallelamidst clapping and laughing.

Furthermore©Omar and Maimuna Jallow presented an oral
composition eHatdyMdogednd®©Mar $akolv
named 1@omestic ad wild amals andSalif Khan, Binta
Fanneh and Fatoumatta A. Sengh@@tedthe multplication

tables 1, 2, and 3.

Threeprizes were aarded to theedeserving students:

For being thenost punctuathild: Binta Touray,

For being he most neaistand cleaaststudentAwa Samura
For being he most discipling studentlYassin Cham.

In conclusion, certificates @ve awarded tall the graduating class who
successfully completed three years oifsery educatiorSurprise
gifts/presents were given staff membergor their dedication and
commitment towards the mand development of the pugpih the school.

The closing songentitlet@Mmank you for coming t
by the choir groupFinally, on behalf of the staff and children | thankkd paents who give of thelnme to
helpthe cooks irthe preparation of snacks and fotmHelen Touray for her motivation, the staff for their
determination and to Dumbarton Gambia Education Association (D.G.E.A) for sponsoring the whole
programme.
| thankel all those who supported the school in one way or the other, directly or indinec®sh or in kind
for theirgenerosity and kind words that keep inspiring us at all times.
Sulaymain Saidy, Headmaste
Dumbarton London Corner Nursery Scho(
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NEW JOB...

BUT A
WELLEKENT FACE!

It all began almost14 years ago when, as the new
Rector of St Augusti nef{
to respond in practical ways to those who came
through the doors of our church and hall desperate
looking for help. Today, (1gears later and sadly
due to austerity measurl

y

(S

) initiative and food bank has grown enormously.
We now have a mirAsda lookalike upstairs in church, and have built up vital connections throughout
larger community which enswsehat we reach the neediest people in Dumbarton and the Vale. Betwe%
January and July we fed over 400 folk, single people and families, and have given clothes and furnit
many, many others. However, we dotall@aboutjgungfreegi v
Christmas Dinners and masses of Easter Eggs!

During the last two years, Circle worker, and Community Ed trained, Caroline Marsland has given ma
more of her time to the project, with the blessing of her employers. It wasahedevastating to learn in

April that Circle had been forced to withdraw
was a worrying time. The OFood For Thought & p
to grow or even coirtue without the commitment, time and skills of someone like Caroline? Through h
Aministryo, people were being drawn to our <ch

It was during the Bishopb6s Visitation that th
T hought dtake shgpa.Durihg the visit the Bishop was shown what we were doing and, being

impressed by its intrinsic missional heartbeat, he encouraged us to apply for funding through the MAJ
process. So.... forms were duly filled in, the support of the Vestryaiasd, the backing of the Regional

Council was given and.... an application for £15,000 was presented to the Development Team Conve
Il n some ways we didnoét really expect to recei
the Bistop phoned to say that our application had been successful.... there were literally jumps and sq
of great joy and rejoicing! AND we had been given the WHOLE of the £15,000! Wonderful, wonderful

news!! This means a significant payt for Caroline, bushe is wholly committed to what we are doing an
has captured the vision of this missional project.
So.... Caroline is not leaving. She is now-selihp | oyed unt i | next Mar ch,
develop the Food For Thought initiative, and yaill @ften find her in the office helping us and encouragi
us. Her remit is to grow the potential mi s si O
1 Managing the daily running of Food For Thought
1 Applying for grants for ongoing funding of the project, and for the fuftunding for the post
1 Continuing to ceordinate and train an effective team of volunteers
1 Building upon and expanding relationships and networks already formed with other organisations
charities
1 Setting up a proper database of people we are helpihgt their needs are, and how we have
responded.

1 Setting up and facilitating a group work programme to include basic life skills eg healthy eating,
cooking, parenting and budgeting
1 Consolidating and continuing the initiative to the next stage of its deweloijpincluding education,
mentoring and advocacy of service users
1T Developing the soci al media profile of St Al
So congratulations, Caroline! And welcome aboard (again!)! We are so pleased you are still with us..
tha through your hard work the needs of many desperate people will be answered. We pray that they
know the love of God in action.... and maybe... just maybe.... some of them will come to know the joy
being part of our faith community. Alleluia!
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Saturday 4h July dawned amidstthe usual Scottish summer drivingrain. Not the
perfect day to open a Garden Project!

St

Thankfully the weather deterredaone and by 12pm t he hall of
who had come along to support the official opening of the project. The place looked wonedtrful
hanging basketgersonalised planters, sunflowers and a table groaning with sandwiches and home bg
Local dignitaries, our MSP, councillors, workers from the Bellsmyre Garden and all manner of friends
welcomed by Fr Kenny and Kevin Mason, the Project Leadgrpijethere was a break in the weather
which allowed the Right Rev Gregor Duncan, the Bishop of Glasgow and Galloway, to bless the gard
beds, cut the ribbon and declare the project officially open.
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Tuesday and Thursday from 11am to 2pm. Wee introductions and some tips are passed on in the hall bef

you begin. Do come along and benefit from a few hours closer to nature. Not only can you baresft
can St Muinngtoiysfronm thegassédfprofile in the community, (we are doing something
practical), which the project brings, but also frtma regular income (£550 per month) which the Leamy

a

and

Foundaton pays for the use of the grounds Her e s t o

l ong

happy

The Leamy Foundation:
Website: http://www.theleamyfoundation.com/
Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/The- Leamy-Foundation/1639846336251200?pnref=lhc




