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Sunday 20" December:

Thursday, Christmas Eve:

Friday, Christmas Day:

Sunday, 27" December:

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

St Mungodpm Christmas Carols
with the Guides

St Aug6s4pm Punch, Pies and Popular Cardls

St Augo6s 530pm Carols begin

StMungo 6 s 3pm Carols in church

St Mungo 8pm Christmas Eucharist

St Augo6sllpm Midnight Eucharist

St Aug 06 s 10.30am JointFamily Eucharist

St Augds 9am Said Eucharist

St Mungo dlam Sung Eucharist

St Augds 1lam Sung Eucharist

The B ig Sing
with
John Bell
p s
3
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followed by
an act of worship

{0 1 dzadzad Ay
20" January

Confirmation Service
with Bishop Gregor
January 10th

{0 ' dz3dza i A
11am Sung Eucharist

Ppm

Put into your diary:
Sunday ¥ February
Stewardship Sunday
Invitational Lunch
and discussion

You are all invited to the
Rectory orNew Yealld a
8pm onwards
See the bells in with style!!
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6pm-St Augustined
Good food and entertainment
from AGM and a few friends!
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St Mungo's Dayfalls on Wednesday 13th January, and the

Eucharist will becelebrated at the normal time of 9.30am. O
Sunday 17th January, we will celebrate our Patronal Feast

properly at the 11am Sunday Service. Please put these dat
your new diary!
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Listening to the news,
or reading social media
at the moment can be
very depressing, and
from the Occupation
of Palestine, through
to airstrikes in Syria,
unrest in so many places and the ongoing
violence in Irag and Afghanistan, the world
can seem to be a mess. Refugees are
counted in millions, and displaced persons
with nothing are the common diet of what
calls itself Onews?o

Oops! And up pops Christmas, and our
thoughts are turned on the Babe in the
Manger, and the peace, love and joy which
God wants for the world we live in. We sing
lovely songs of the silence of Bethlehem,
and angels singing songs of glory and peace
to the world. Nativity  plays bring tears of
joy to our eyes, and in the middle of it all
there is Love, Peace and Joy.

However, the whole story of the Nativity
shows that the world that this Babe was
born into was also pretty messy! The
Roman Army had commanded everyone to
leave their home and travel for a census.
Can you imagine the difficulties in that?
The land was occupied by foreign
battalions, and after the birth of Jesus,
Herod set up the genocide of children, and
the Holy Family themselves became
refugees, fleeing to Egy pt. The world was
in a oOomessoO then, to

In the middle of it all we have this gentle
baby, OEmmanuel 6 or
need to hold on to this for dear life, for
whatever we go through, and whatever the
omesso6é6, God is with

Whatever you happen to be going through,
remember that this Christmas. May it be a
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happy one, and full of the hope which God
gives us in the
Christchild.
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To find those things you want to last

Smiling is infectious, you can catch it like the
flu

When someone smiled at me today | started
smiling too.

| walked around the corner and someone saw
my grin

7EAT EA OIEI AA AAAE
on to him.
| thought about the smile and realisedE O 8 ¢
worth
A single smile like mine could travel around
the earth.
y £ UIT O ZAAT A Oi ET A R
undetected,
, RAO6O OOAOO AT APEAA| I
infected.
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A SMILE
GOES /A
' LONG WAY

and

forever.
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1' 33/ #)!'4% 02) repatafiod i@ the locale is heightened. We will

REPORT become known as being a place which is open &
. wogking for the community, helping those who
&/ 2 34 -5. / Reed support and beinglling to become
EPISCOPAL CHURCH involved in the lives of local people. The fact thal
AGM the project also brings in a healthy monthly
2014Z 2015 income for us is an added bonus. It is hoped tha

the Leamy Foundation will gain further funding s
that they can continue for another &x& | hope
Just over twelve months ago | was installed as and pray so.

your Associate Priest and so the journey of the last

year is one we have made together. As | arrived | Lomond Food Bank

felt I hit the ground running somewhasKenny It was very soon after | arrived that it became
was signed off ill and, fresh out of my curacy, | known that two local women Christina Logan an
took onthe usuaparish dutiesaccompanied with Kirsty Tivers were looking for locgbremises for
the expectederves that come with new places their newly seup Foodbank. Our Hall with its
and new people. However, thankfully, you were storage spaceeemed ideal and they now open
all very patient with mgKenny was very every Tuesday, feeding ZD people per week,
supportive fromhis sick bedand we got through and helping the most vulnerable in our

those initial weeks together relatively smoothly! community.Over the year our links with this

project have strengthened, especialith the
One year later | am happy to report that we, asa  LeamyGarden Project and Cookery classEse
community, are in completely different space and  girls are hoping to hold a Christmas Eve lunch fg

place... which, as followers of a pilgrim God, is those in need and this is hoped to be followed b
fundamentally a healyhsign. Our God constantly carols in church. These initiatives are an
calls us onward out of our comfort zosred important part of our mission in Alexandria and i

outward to new pl aces armdignofdope.experi enceseé.
and He has certainly remained faithful this year.
His call necessitates movement and change... and Music

although change is not always comfortabhee It was with sadness that Kenny and |guted the
have embraced mudi it this yea in faith and resignation of Andrew Baxter as our organist.
hope. We are now in a position to reflect Andrew has been a loyal and committed part of
positively about where we have been and look our churchoés I|ife for
forward to where we might be going in the future.  his woolly red socks, sturdy fingerless gloves an

talent on the keyboard! We thank him for all
Leamy Garden Project hymn acompaniments and musical interludes he
One of the most exciting projects thadrséd this gave us. Recently we have been relying on
year has been the Leamy Garden Project initiative. visiting organists, but the new Vestry will have tg
With funding from Carbon Capture Fund, Kevin make decisions for the more long term strategy.
Mason, as project manager, has worked with the  would be wonderful if another permanent organi
Rector to establish a therapeutic garden in the could be found.

grounds of St Mungo6s f dhechossadlybfgrthé tme being, liae ceased
community.There are now two groups of regular be due to ill health and circumstanéeso
participants who are beginning to support each presently our choir stalls are unused. Thanks gg
other whilst also gaining garden skills, waste all who have filled that space and led the
management and carbon reduction. Twice weekly congregation so ably. However it is good to see
cookery classes have been popular and the first that the congregation anew finding new voice
group have received certificateattendance and and confidence, drawing courage from each oth
achievement. Many outside groups have visited to sing out and give praise to God.

including other community garden groups,

children from the local schools and the local SNP  Parish Website and Facebook Page
councill or. From t hese dnthisitechndlogialdocusseadwoltieamidgedate
Blether Groups have started, one being held in St  website and active FaceboBlge is an absolute
Mungod From the churchdsmpeint Wef hapewl yhi aunq(
project is extremely positive for us. Through it our  website this year and now have an active
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Facebook Page. It is alreadgtonishing how
many people it reaché&swhat we post on
Facebook already reaches over 150 people.
Thanks to Lynne foraking on the updating of our
technological communication.

Links with St August i ne &adall beenaccomplished other positive things

One of the wonderful things about a linked charge
is the opportunity to do things together, to
encourage one another and to be able to share our
faith journey with the widr Christian circle. With

the Rectory being placed in Alexandria it is good
to see it gradually being used by both
congregations and to hold joint ventures which
are attended by members
and St Mungods.

Last January, to honour thed¢e Wise Men, we

held a joint Epiphany meal and quiz in the

Rectory in which the competition between teams
ran high and the resulting banter and chat was fun.
The Lent Group, looking at aspects of Benedictine
Spirituality, was attended by members of both
congregations and included eating together and
practical activities such as making a cross of nalils.
The bus trip to Scone Palace in the summer was
another wonderful day out together blessed by
plenty of sunshine, coffee and cakes. The
Community Fair in Durbarton had a very

successful St Mungoo6s T avhobhad stoppsdtatiehding forta avhole gariety @

Lynne whose patter, everyone agreed, would have
fitted in easily at the Barras!

It is hoped that as time passes friendships and
closer ties will be built up between the two
congregations so #h we can share the ups and
downs of the Christian journey.

Guides

The Guides, led by Ruth Gallacher, and who meet
in our Hall, remain an active presence in our
community. The girls now have strong
connections with our Garden Project and have
grown many egetables over the year in the pots
and beds with which they have made pesto,
beetroot chocolate brownies and soup. They too
have learned about reducing our carbon footprint
and food wastage. The girls attended a successful
Harvest celebration which incled a very
meaningful thanksgiving for food grown. At this
time of year we look forward once again to their
Christmas Fair and their Carol Service both of
which were very successful last year.

Mission Action Plan
Quite recently we celebrated our last yefr
MAPIng with a visit from the Bishop. We gave

thanks, in the context of the Eucharist, for all thJ
had been achieved at
twelve months and during the ensuing discussio
the Bishop gave his full support for the direction
in which the church is moving. It was heartening
to note that although the planned goals last yeal

have happened which were not planned for
which, I believe, shows the creativity and nudgin
of the Holy Spirit vorking in our midst. For that |
give particular thanks. During the next year
Kenny and | will be facilitating the MAP process
and we will be bringing together a small MAP
group to help us do that. We thank Gill Reynolds
foo dll heb facilithtionSaxtork Withug duisng thenlaesto
few years.

Pastoral Care

With two parishes to run and two congregations
care for it was clear that Kennyd| would need
help tomeet the pastoral demands of our
communities. Hence we have formed a Pastoral
Care Team made up of méi people from St
Augustinebs but with
Macaulay licensed by the Bishop to visit folk
attached to St Mungoo:
now visited many who have become houseboun
over the past few years and caught up with othe

reasons. Pastoral work is a vital part of a
community and more can always be done. We
would welcome more volunteers to help us with
this vital and ongoing ministry.

Personnel

In every organisation the people wtake on the
roles and responsibilities change as the years g
by. However, for us this year, two people, who
have given more than their fair share of time,
talent and effort, have felt that it is the right time
to step down and take more than a well desrv
rest. So, our heartfelt thanks go to Gaynor Davig
our retiring Treasurer and to Pauline Dow our
retiring Lay Rep, PVG cordinator, Gift Aid
organi ser an-hodid-somany a |
little-butessentiaj obs 6. We wi | |
new volunters to fill their shoes and the do the
jobs they have done for so long! Thank you,
Gaynor and Pauline!

Last Word

St Mungods remains a ¢
community of faith. Our smallness holds its
charms’ we know each other well and forgive

e a c h quirks and @issyncrasies. But our
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smallness also means that we are all asked to give |thank Kenny, personally, for his continual and

what we can whether that be in time, effort, unfailing encouragement and support during this
ideas, money or plain positivity. We need each last year. His quiet ¢é& and unflappability is

other. And we called to affirm our commitment to invaluable to me, as indeed | hope it is for you. |
our church. The presentite and the next few also thank each one of you for the last year as w
years are pivotal for us. We can reach out to have begun to get to know each other. | thank y

others. We can grow. With prayer and support and for all you contribute and also your love of the
a o6tc@admm attitude we can nplé&ke St Mungods a

faith-f i | | ed presence in Al exandri a. But it wonot
happen overnight and it |ookfordvard tdh&oiher exatingwear, with God
of us working together. Both Kenny and | are very much beside us and in front of us. To him [

commi tted to St Mungoo6s theglod Kenny i s
experienced in giving churches a viable future.
Rev Liz

St Mungods and a Period o

|l tds been over twappeams esi Reetlbrwas St Muij
changed during that time. Some people have, sadly, left during this time, but they are

still on the Parish Roll unless they specifically tell me they want removed. Andrew has

had to give up as organist, and the ¢ hoir of three has disbanded for now, at least.

At the AGM two of the people who did so much to keep the parish running on a daily
basis, Pauline and Gaynor, demitted their posts and responsibilities which they bore
valiantly for many years. Circumstances and ill-health are facts of life, and it is with a
great deal of gratitude from all of us, that we wish them a quieter life in the pews.

The gap that Andrew has |l eft is a huge one,
commitment are hard to come by. Inthe  New Year, we really need to look at music and

how we are going to get around the problem we have. Again we are so grateful for
Andrewds many years of service.

Some tremendous things have happened too, and the formation of the Gardening Project,
integratin g with the Guides and the Foodbank are steps towards a more community
minded and inclusive form of mission and outreach. Our roof, at last, is about to be
sorted!

Change is part of life too, and we all need to pray hard at this time that any difficulties
can and will be overcome as we march into the future. May | ask you all to pray for the
parish and for the Clergy Team as we face this time of great transition, and ask you to

attend and support as many services as you can?

God has blessed us for many years, and God will continue to do so if we are faithful, and

full of love for each other as well as the stranger!
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A Seven Day Adventure to the
Third World

The Gambia, my annual treat ta place close to
my heart. The plane door opens, and suddenly
the smell and the noise of Africa hits you full on.
a® 6SS KSINIL agStfa:z
come home.
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work and bargaining, and the prity is
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time for assessing what work needs to be done
with the property, and whether we can afford it,

assessing curriculum materials and what needs to

be replaced and renewed, and negotiation with
the staffover wage rises, and what they need
rather than what they want. That can be the most
difficult part of all, as | become aware that we are
feeding and supplying needs to nine families who
make up the staff, and the cost of living is still
rising.

Iy Ruilder, mdtivatdrand vididBasyt andivie Inded th

K2t ANBASROES. 5 gz |

The staff deserve recognition, not least for the
tremendous leaps ahbounds they have made in
instilling a spirit of respect and discipline in the
school which enables real learning to happen in
class hours. They are a very happy team who
work welltogether under the Headship of
Sulayman Saidy. Sulayman is a prolific team

L& G2L) N»GSa G2 1SSL
number of times he has been heddinted! He is
even publishing his own workbooksr the

children, and other schools in the area are buying

into what he has produced. In fact all of the
teachers deliver an education of excellence.

The big excitement was the attainment of our
certification from the Government. Many schools
have been dsed down because they were not

meeting the needs of the children, and they are
now issuing certificates to those schools which
are approved. | was extremely happy that we got
one, and a gold star from the Education

$SS1T 2F KI

i g me elcome, and~ x
KT y? N ztr{dzés%g‘g\% ingqaL R
really do appreciate the efforts we put in to
providing free education, free medicine and of
course our feeding programme. Sometimes it is
the only nutritious meal they will get in the day.
Clas One is always shy, because many have
never seen a white man before, but by the end ¢

f
Class Three, the same children are confident and

speak English fluently, as well as having a terrifi
understanding of numeracy.

Negotiations often last three daysut this is
Africa, and nothing gets done quickly, or on time

The children
have had a few
~outings this

. year, mostly

| educational,
but we give

: y - them a chance
- M Pl to romp on the
beach, or visita kink S NI SR O 2 dzLJt
compound, where they get a chanoétrying out

a swimming pool. Plenty of waterwings and floats
are provided! A big lunch is always provided. Very

few schools do this sort of thing.
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This year we are going to attempt to follow up on
2dzNJ ¢ INI Rdzl 6 Sa¢
developing although it has to be said that the
Heads of local Primary Schools are grateful to
have Dumbarton pupils. Our groundwork gives
them a tremendous start!

The building needs a lot of work done to it,
including putting in new drainage, and sorting
cracls, together with a new paint job. No, we
OFyQli FTFF2NR ff OGKFGx

extra generosity from our supporters, and maybe
some fundraising activities. God always seems to
provide, somehow! Please remember us!

—

This year it was a joy toaih G { U
on Sunday and see the progress made on the

'y R 1 S S IDunibardréBarthef sti angs praddbyan theilNgs
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church building! We sent them money from our
[ SYyiGSy !'LIWSHf® ¢KSe KI
Union land to build a completely new church, bul
that will depend on their new Bishop, who was,
until recently, the Priesin-Charge of Lamin.
(Very Revd Canon James Odiko is now Bishop
Elec)y5 SOAaA2ya GAff
surprised if we are askito help again! The
young choir and the Praise and Adoration are ju
2dz 2F GKA& @2NIRH LG
services can last for three hours!

My other great love is the Football Team | helpe
to get going twelve years ago in the village of
Brufut. Dumbarton FC helped us in the early day
with some old jerseys and shorts, and the team
The Gambia call themselves Dumbarton FC. Th
have even won a couple of trophies in
Dumbarton colours. This year, Haldane United
gave me a full set of new kivif them, and they
were overjoyed to get it. In fact, Haldane United
have been very generous, and | have lots more
really good stuff which I will send out as soon as
can afford to ship it! They are proud of their link
with Dumbarton, and | am proud of theand all
they have achieved with youth through the yearg
turning little boys into respected men.

@dai it wasStime ihe earfulfasé\dellsFadd\NJ
GClRRII YSyyeé¢ KIFER (2 |

beginning of Advent! Can | take this opportunity
to thank everyone \wo contributes in any small

way to make all this happen? Without you, little
pockets of The Gambia would be sadder places

iy

[ FYAY

0SS Y

I R

S
n

23




Cordale Works
& Works Bell

The Cordale Works was less than a mile from St
Mungods Church, just
printworks along the river Leven from Balloch to
Renton.

The photo opposite shows its location on the river
with hardly a trace to be seen of the Works today.
The picture below that is how the Works looked in
1936.All the Works up and down the river had
many building crammed into every space
available. Works were very protective of their
boundary, not allowing anyone in to see their
processes. In fact there are very few pictures
showing machinery in any of the wonksth
chemical recipes kept secret and only known to
one or two employees.

Cordale Works was opened by William Stirling &
Sons in 1770. It was a calico printing works and
craftsmen handut patterns in wood, which were
repeatedly hangrinted on cloth, lsanging

colours as required. As print methods developed,
wood blocks were replaced with copper plates
which could be placed on cylinders, speeding up
the whole printing process. Some 70 odd years
later, in 1846 Cordale had acblour machine at
the forefrant of technology at that time.

In 1878 Alexander Wylie became the proprietor of
the works. This is when the history of the present
Cordale Bell starts. It was cast in solid bronze in a
local foundry and erected in 1888 as the Works
Bell. The Bell was souted to let workers know it
was time to get to the gate and sounded at end of
work. To distinguish one works bell from another
they were tuned to a specific sound or note.

CordaleWorks changed hands again and became
part of the UTR combine in 1897 and eventually
closed in 1949 with orders transferred to
Alexandria Works. There is little now to be seen

= A e O, e
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of the works, except the odd brick from the
profusion of buildings tht were on the site.
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A seion of the bell shows the date it was
removed from Cordale, struck on the bell. St.

Mungood6s was given the
and it was kept in the church building and rung qgn
occasions, such as Christmas and the New.Yeay
In 2002 the incumbent priest asked the vestry if
the bell could be found a new home and it was

decided to loan it to the newly built Loch Lomon
Shores as a heritage attraction. It was kept there
until 2014 when the vestry asked for it back as it
was loking the worse for ware. L.L.Shores had
the bell refurbished to its original condition by

Smith Engineering and the vestry decided to offer
the bell to West Dunbart
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EducationDepartment for it to be housed in one
of the new skiools they are to build in the Renton,.
The bell is now stored and will be relocated to a
local School where future generations of children
will learn of its heritage in the Vale of Leven.
Jim Biddulph




Nathan James Milby was baptised
with great joy on December 6th !

Eryne and Connordonated a hamperfor Food for
Thought that their family had won in a raffleThey
wanted to give it to people whbad nothing this
Christmas! It is little acts of love like this which gives U
all heart as we approach a Christmas of chaos!

 The 2015 Advent Group have
met faithfully for almost six
weeks and have had great f un
di scussing the |
Seekingd6 by Jwehi
have discussed the state of
our souls, the practice of
gratitude, grace, and will
finish next week with the
practice of growth. The talk
has been lively and thought
provoking & the company
absolutel y excellent! Roll on

next Advent!!

There was a wonder ful evening of praise and |
Riverside, the Baptist church and All Sorts came together for an Advent Evening on Sunday
6™ December. What a happy evening!
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Acoustic Night
AGM and friends
entertained us

also raising £260
for church funds.
Thanks also to
Friends for
feeding us with
delicious burgers
and hot dogs!

Woolly Hat SundayQuality control!

African Night:Fabulous music, dancing and ood
¢ all African style, and £130 raised for funds!

Plague and
flowers
presented at
the service to
remember
those who
have died from
addiction. The
plague will be
displayed in
the hall.

St AU
plays host
to five
Primary
Schools on §
their
annual St
Andr e
pilgrimage




